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The MSM Tissue Mechanics Working Group held a conference call on July 17, 2006.  Participating in the call were: Trent Guess, Merryn Tawhai, and Daniel Einstein.
Following are some notes from the conference call discussions.  

Bi-monthly conference calls for the group are planned.

Regarding the sharing of multi-scale models:
Funding is required to build code that is usable to other researchers and to maintain the code. 

In tissue mechanics, code often deals with constitutive laws that describe tissue behavior.  Code of this nature is difficult to share.  Its numerical representation depends on its framework.  A common framework is needed.

For modeling work at the cell level, CellML provides a platform to share models built using different code or modeling software.  

Simbios provides a framework for sharing models and code but it is focused on cardiac dynamics.  The Simbios project creates interfaces for different codes such that all code has a common interface.  It was noted that the Simbios project is a "monumental" project requiring many resources.

Regarding the future direction of the working group:
It was suggested that the working group focus on the technical issues, common problems and stumbling blocks that are encountered in developing multi-scale tissue models. 

There was some consensus that at this point, the exchange of ideas is more useful to fellow researchers than exchanging code.

Finally, a goal for the group is to have a special session related to our work in MSM of tissue mechanics at a conference.  

Action items:   

Develop a detailed table/working document of multi-scale tissue mechanics modeling issues.  -Guess  
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