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Platelet aggregation and thrombus formation at the site of injury is a dynamic process that involves the 
continuous addition of new platelets as well as thrombus rupture. In the early stages of hemostasis 
(within minutes after vessel injury) this process can be visualized by transfusing fluorescently labeled 
human platelets and observing their deposition and detachment. These two counterbalancing events 
help the developing thrombus reach a steady-state morphology, where it is large enough to cover the 
injured vessel surface but not too large to form a severe thrombotic occlusion. In this study, the spatial 
and temporal aspects of early stage thrombus dynamics which result from laser-induced injury on 
arterioles of cremaster muscle in the humanized mouse were visualized using fluorescent microscopy. It 
was found that rolling platelets show preference for the upstream region while tethering/detaching 
platelets were primarily found downstream. It was also determined that the platelet deposition rate is 
relatively steady, whereas the effective thrombus coverage area does not increase at a constant rate. By 
introducing a new method to graphically represent the real-time in vivo physiological shear stress 
environment, we conclude that the thrombus continuously changes shape by regional growth and 
decay, and neither dominates in the high shear stress region. 
 


